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From sharks, giant rays, and jellyfish,  to the endangered green sea turtle, 
observe beautiful sea creatures in this amazing aquarium that holds          
1.6 million gallons of water.  
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Science experiments, even very simple experiments, fuel a child's curiosity about 
the world. Learning how to observe, talk about and predict what might happen next is important 
for growth in many areas!  Try this hands-on simulated squid ink activity with your child to explain one way the 
octopus and squid defends itself. 

What you need: 
1 clear vase, small bowl or cup; Black tempera paint or black food coloring gel; 

1 small plastic toy (such as a plastic dinosaur); Eyedropper or pipette; 

Try this: 
1. Fill the vase, cup or bowl ¾ full with water. Add the small plastic toy such as a plastic dinosaur, solider (a sea crea-
ture would be great) to the container. The water should completely cover the plastic toy. 

2. Discuss with your child how easily you can see the plastic toy in the clear water.  

3. Fill the eyedropper or pipette with the black tempera paint or black food coloring gel, and add it slowly to the wa-
ter. Add more paint or food coloring if needed until the plastic toy is no longer visible.  

4. Where did the plastic toy figure go? Talk to your child about how it’s much harder to see it now.  

5. Discuss how the Octopus and squid can protect itself by shooting black ink into the water when a predator ap-
proaches. The black ink allows the octopus to remain unseen so it can swim away quickly.   

For further information on this topic see:  

National Geographic Kids-Octopus  
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J 
O 
U 
R 
N 
A 
L 

 Make two lists with your child. Write: Land on one              

What’s the connection between science and  
writing? Scientists are chronic writers! They 
write down hunches, observations, and they 
sketch whatever they are studying. Writing 
and sketching are important tools real scien-
tists use to help themselves think.  

page, and Ocean on another page. Now list the  
following animals on the correct page  

according to where they live.  Sea  
Horse, Cow, Fox, Whale, Panda,   

 Cat, Chicken,  Sea Turtle,   
Dog, Starfish, Rabbit, etc. 


