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Visit Lake Mead oldest Marina. The largest privately owned ma-
rina in the world, with just under 1500 slips in the Hemenway Har-

bor of Lake Mead. Complete with a floating restaurant, enjoy 
breakfast, lunch or dinner with a beautiful view of the boats.  
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Water is a wonderful           resource for preschool learning. It can be used for all 
types of play and exploration. Ask your child if they know what it means to float. Relate this 
concept to swimming or bathing in a bathtub. Try the experiment below. 

What you need: 

Aluminum foil; Bowl or sink filled with water; Scissors; Pennies 

Try this: 

1. Drop a penny in the water. Does it float? 

2. Cut a piece of foil to 5X6 inches. Shape a boat out of the foil. 

3. Place your boat carefully in the water. Does it float? If not, work on your boat redesigning it until it floats. 

4. Once your boat floats, try adding one penny carefully to your boat. Does the penny sink the boat? 

5. Can you add more pennies to your boat? How may pennies can you add to your boat before it sinks? What are the 
pennies causing to happen, and why? 

Try another Floating and Sinking Activity:   Provide objects such as a cork, crayon, cotton ball, feather, small 
plastic toy boat, a metal toy such as a car, plastic Easter egg, paper, plastic straw, outdoor twigs, small bars of soap, a 
small balloon (blown up), and a crumpled ball of aluminum foil.  Set up a large bowl filled with water. Ask your child to 
pick up an item and predict whether it will sink or float. Then place the object on top of the water and observe what 
happens. Stress the fact that it's not the size of the object that determines whether it will sink or float, the im-
portance is what the object is made of. 
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Experiment with different boat designs--bigger, smaller pieces   
 of foil. Design boats out of other material such as 
 clay, cardboard etc. Have your child draw the  
      boats and note if they floated or sank  
   in the water. Can any of these   
     boats float with pennies    
   in them? What’s the connection between science and   

writing? Scientists are chronic writers! They write 
down hunches, observations, and they sketch 
whatever they are studying. Writing and sketching 
are important tools real scientists use to help 
themselves think.  


