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              Sound Words Around Us!   
Listen for sounds in your neighborhood or nearby park that are 
“sound words,” sounds that mimic a word. Some examples are 
"Bam", "Zap", "Zing," “Buzz,” "Boing". Have your child listen to the 
sound, then say a word that it sounds like.  Listen to bird calls, and 
see if there are words we use that sound the same.   



Vibration is a rapid back and forth motion that can create sound. In this activity, your child will be 
able to see the effects of vibration from a simple homemade drum.  

What you need: 
Large bowl, coffee can, or similar container that you can fit a rubber band over 

1 large rubber band 

Plastic wrap 

1 Tablespoon uncooked rice 

1 Metal Pie pan 

Wooden spoon 

Try this: 

1. Have your child place their hand on their neck (over the voice box) and talk or sing. Ask them if they can feel the vibration in 
their throat.  

2. Now that they have felt the vibration, it’s time to see it! Pull a sheet of plastic wrap taut over the top of the bowl, or container. 
If needed, wrap the rubber band around the edge to secure it., and keep it tight. 

3. Place the rice on top of the plastic wrap. 

4. Hold the pie pan a few inches from the bowl. Now, have your child hit the pan with the wooden spoon.  

What happened?  Did the rice move? Ask your child what they think might have caused this? If a different spoon is used will the 
results be different? Experiment to find out.  
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Go outside. Ask your child to be a “listener.” Have him/her 
close their eyes (or put on a blindfold) and describe all the 
 sounds that they hear, as you record them. Try  
    to find at least five different sounds. Then   
  go inside and do the same.    
    Write the sounds you    
   heard  in your journal. What’s the connection between science and   

writing? Scientists are chronic writers! They write 
down hunches, observations, and they sketch 
whatever they are studying. Writing and sketching 
are important tools real scientists use to help 
themselves think.  


